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 Online Shopping the Way to Find a New Home
With more than 4,000 new homes for sale in Kansas City and hundreds of new-home builders to consider, consumers need a resource to bring all the information together to find the right mix of price, location and amenities they want in a new home. For nearly a half century, the Spring Homes Tour has served just that purpose – and the tour’s official Web site makes finding your new home easier than ever.

Located online at www.kcspringhomestour.com, the official Web site features complete information on all 657 new homes, 324 communities and 278 local builders. Each entry on the tour includes a page with illustrations, floor plans and complete home details. You can search homes based on location, style, school district and price. Entries also include links to home-builder Web sites where you can learn more details about the contractor, additional homes by the same builder and available amenities and other special features the builder offers.

Once you’ve identified the homes you want to see in person, you can e-mail information about these homes to your family and friends. You can also print information about the homes you want to visit, including maps and directions. Interactive Google Maps allow you to pinpoint exact driving directions, making it easy to plan your own personal tour route.
The tour Web site is also the place where you can be the first to learn about the winners of the American Dream Awards. The awards competition held in conjunction with the Spring Homes Tour honors outstanding new-home construction and design. The winners will be unveiled online during the evening of May 7 including photos of the award-winning homes.
The Spring Homes Tour is produced by the Home Builders Association of Greater Kansas City (HBA). That means when you visit the tour online, you can find information about the buying process, the housing market and other vital information on the Web site. You can also search the HBA’s directory of members, which includes more than 1,100 local home-related companies including home builders, remodelers and product and service providers. Information on the Spring Homes Tour remains online until the annual Parade of Homes opens this fall, allowing you to re-visit www.kcspringhomestour.com as a reference guide for months to come.
The 2008 Spring Homes Tour opens May 4 and continues through May 18 with homes open daily from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is free. For more information visit at www.kcspringhomestour.com.
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